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Mo. Ethel A. Gelzerano 
Department of Political Saienoe 
University of Missouri - Columbia 
Columbia, Mo. 65201 

Deer Me# lalierano, 

The study you describe in ypur 7/29 eppears to be worthwhile, I think overdue. 

1*11 help all 1 can but my own time pressures are enormous. I'm into too much and it 
all msans much to me. Most of ay ti/re in recent years has been taken up in rather 
successful freedom of Information efforts# I'm deep in them now, with court deadlines 
that are inflexible - and endless# 

I am reluctant to sit and tala Into a cassette# because# tide might dominate too 
much anc. 1 might not be aware of your own detailed interests* clear ycu have made 
the general outline. If we are ever near each other perhaps an interview would serve 
you better. Or, perhaps we can do tide by phone, widen you can tape. I'll bi? leaded 
with detail. 

For now a hasty response eff the top of tbs head, after a quick reading’ of your 
letter before someone is due. Xf there is time I'll reread and add, if not perhaps 
later I can# 

* 

On my own work* I published all except Oswald in New Orleans myself. It may be 
of interest for you to know that while Dell reprinted *~±t turned. Whitewash down three 
time befose I made a success of it as the first "underground” book# Then it came to me. 

The contract gave Dell first refusal on the next book, refused Whitewash II while 
Whitewash was on its was to be Cell's only best— selling non— fiction work of the period. 

I had hardly printed Whitewash H whan ^ell began to press ms for it# Whan tile advance 
justified it we made a deal I now regret. I'd be interested in any figures ^ell may- 
give you on prints and sales# 

3* you can better undorntand this, the f5.rst of the Whitewash series was the first 
book on the Warren ^oemdsaion. ^t was completed 2/15/65# 

With the attention I was able to attract to it 1 was able tc get several largo 
wholesalers to distribute it ana the next two books. I ha i r arc eke d ne s j varied only in 
degree# dome never paid for at all after getting many# bo paid for the first and 

fnan po t for later orders# do I've stoppeu dealing with th&ui oxccpt on the rare occasions 
on which they need a single book for a good, customer and for V/hii*lwind* with which I've 
made an unprofitable arrangement merely not to have to toko the time to handle the 
orders myself, h oat of my present and limited Bales are from consumers who write and 
independent book stores a fairly large paroonUge of which arc regular .» nA ll customers. 

fluctuations in public interest* from my experience, relate* to other events, not 
to the crime itself. The one cause of increased interest I recall was Watergate# Ail the 
many ir:*esj>onaibl3 developments turned people eff , Gr.rrlson perhaps more than any other. 
Currently it is the House Select Committee on Aassassinations* House assassins to me. I 
see In tills a natural reaction, a reflection of the £©od sense of the average person. I 
can recall no occasion on which assassination-related news increased interest or sales# 

The sales of my books will net be a dependable guide and doe'i not reflect public 
interest because beginning with the last of the Whitewash series I opted other work 
over promotional efforts* which with it were limited to a Single nailing una what ^alk 
shows I could do by phone. I sent Post Mortem to the // printer on my way to the hospital. 
Promotion of it was limited to the one tuiiling after 1 was homo. i 1 vo been linn. ten in 
what I could do since then and have had to eliminate any promotional activities, for 
ihich X have no subsidy in any even** and no way of paying ter them. 
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While I enjoy college appearances 1 am able to do nothing to attract them and ray 
lecture bureau has been ineffectual. 1 did not knov, it when * sigana with the, a but they 

gathered together alt, the nuts aba d ryad n uts the field and had ms in competition with 
then. \I do think that the irresponsible might well become part of your study. I huve 
some files on them you are weiiome to examine and use. In time they will all be trans- 
ferred to tiro University 0 f Wisconsin - .Stevens Point , with uli of my records. 1 i'dnk 
that Professor David Krone, History, might be helpful to you from his own empereicnes in 
an essentially ultra-conservative area and with the prci'easionai societies . ) 

hy own audiencss have rnrujed from bull professional groups to more than 2,000 
srudentB at the University of Minnesota (tinneapolis) who gave uo lunch to be there and 
who lingered almost to the time of my supper flight out of town. With the conspicuous 
exception of ^ndinon, Vise. , my best and largest suciences imo not boon "liberal." 

tfatli after I was hospitalised in 1975 1 had no lecture bureau, io ttian most of 
bqt appearances were arranged by students who wo r0 ntrangers to me. come wars tha result 
ef being heard of talk shows. 

A I believe that radio talk shows should be an important part of your study because 
believe they are the major factor, beginning in the early part of 1966, in taking the 
subject out of the closet. Without them I would have done nothing with ay books. In 
turn, thie would have diminish*! my ability to do other work because I began broke and 
had no other income or subsidy other than an occasional contribution, unsolicited. With 
a single exception th*y have been no re effective, in my experience, than TV. To illus- 
trate how unproductive TV can be, I had the prime spot on Good Morning America (Uns: 
aseassi. 3tj.ori) in jure 1977. I received not a single letter. 

There is another reason why I believe book sales are not an accurate guage. After 
the firs t boo ks a large part of the bpying public cams to believe the books they bought 
hold all iknxK there was to know. Also. I think that most sophisticated people were 
turned off by the nuts and S6lf— seekers. In addition, few of the books are any good. Ons 
of the best had no promotion at all, Howard Hoffman's Presumed Guilty. I know that his 
published often ignored mail orders. If book sal es in recent years reflect anything I 
believe it is the good Judgement of the buying public on this subject. 

From my experience neither political preconception nor gesgraphical -xnc is related 
to subject interest. 

In "Do you find people expl a i n i ng political events in the content of the Kennedy 
assassination?" I think you are quite perceptive and perhaps underestimate the significance 
of this. In essence, 1 fixui this to be a widespread oelief ana I agree with if and more, 
the impact of the unsatisfactory explanation of tho crime and the fact of a "whitewash" 
and "cover-up." 

Please excuse my typos. 1 have to mere time new. Ton arc or. what I believe in an 

important project. I'll help to the degree I can. Good luck. 

Sincerely, 



eci Wrone 



garold Weisberg 



